Michael Stenning tests four fixed wheel urban weapons
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TestedStireet fixers

On-One Il Pompino £449 \3

Contact On-One
01302 638056,

WWW.0N-one.co.uk

ntil recently, with a few Ifa‘crosser Frame ~ tweaks to keep it looking and feeling

exceptions, riding fixed on the On-OrEPears@Dolan Surly fresh. Made from the dependable and

road took one of two routes — and a road If a cyclo crosser and a road path reasonably lightweight in-house DN6
either track bikes run with a front brakepath machine from the 1950s/60s were to 4130 chromoly steel, neatly TIG welded
to comply with the law or battered road . have a love child, it would be the I in Taiwan, it sports a mono stay, wide
frames stripped of all components and machine Pompino. While it's been around for a rear triangle allowing 700x35s with
pressed into service as winter hacks/ from the few seasons, there have been a series abom to spare, a gusset where head and

training mounts.
The past few seasons have seen fixd0s/60s were
become more popular than ever.
Whether this is a reaction to ever moreto ha\{e alove
complicated derailleur set ups, child, it
resurgence in courier chic firing the
imaginations of riders, as it did in the would be the
late 1980s with the mountain bike Il Pompino
explosion, or a combination of the two
remains unclear. Whatever the driving
force, more and more road fixers are
available and at increasingly keen prices.
Here we look at some very familiar fac;%(feiz'?eni:ng:gvseizooI
from Surly and On-One and two 9 ]
were the most effective
newcomers from the respected stables
stoppers on test
of Terry Dolan and Pearson cycles.
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Pearson Touché £550 !

Contact Pearson Cycles !
0208 6422095

www.pearsoncycles.co.uk

down tubes meet and a forward facing ~ There are ample road influences too, !
seat collar slot which are clear influenceshe proven Cinelli semi compact 1
from the mountain bike world and make geometry and most notably, the recent |
for a very versatile frameset. adoption of 120mm rear spacing in \
The pageant blue enamel is classy anthvour of the older 135mm design which:
hardwearing, resisting stone chips, roadmakes for better chain line and sees !
debris and general locking against streetrack hubs slot straight in without

furniture fairly effectively. ~ modification. This does remove the

" Rear spacing on the option of running a hub gear should
Pompino has been  riding fixed lose its appeal ( | have even
narrowed to 120mm tcseen 135mm spaced models equipped
improve trackline and wdth ten speed derailleur set ups and
that a track hub will sldtiple chainsets!)
straight in The stock chromoly unicrown fork is

fairly substantial and although unlikely
to set anyone’s Lycra ablaze, is well
finished and can be cheaply altered or
refinished should the need arise
(although a carbon model is available as
an upgrade for an extra £99). Detail
There are elsewhere remains excellent, the seat
tube was properly reamed and removing
braze-ons for Allen screws revealed no paint clogging,
There are also braze ons for almost
almoslt every every occasion, including two sets of
OCCasIOnN... bottle mounts, four point carrier fixings,

i mudguard eyes, chain peg, and pump
makmg fora pip — all making for a very practical all-
practical seasons machine. As with other steel
all-seasons framesets, some framesaver/waqul or

. even motor oil sloshing around inside
machine the tubes is a wise precaution against
~ internal corrosion.
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Dolan FXE £550

Contact Italian Solutions f
0151 933 7001

www.bikes-dolan.uk.com

By contrast, the Steamroller is a fit- The Dolan
for-all-purposes fixer frameset, available
as a frame, fork and headset package. offers an
Surley themselves want you to look at “intoxi cating
and think ‘messenger’, or ‘track’, plus a

flavouring of ‘coffee shop’. But this is a blend of road

no-nonsense, no-frills package for you |»;
to build a fixed from — in terms of add- bike Speed

ons, you get a set of bottle bosses on tr@Nd agility
seat tube, and the substantial (1.8Ib) fork
is drilled to accept a medium to long
reach brake calliper. And that’s pretty
much it. Although the chain stay bridge

is drilled to accept a rear brake, there are
no cable guides, so those wanting to run
a rear brake will need to use cable clips/
zip ties, or, as the frame is steel, cable
guides could be brazed along the top
tube to coincide with a re-spray. Like the
On-One, the frame is in-house branded
4130 chromoly, although only the main
triangle is double-butted. This may make

for a less engaging ride but offers The ISM Adamo on

considerable lateral stiffness and will  the Dolan takes a

shrug off denting and other day-to-day radical approach to

knocks better than more exotic frames. pressure relief
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Closer inspection reveals that the FFFboth elegant and shapely, and while the
(Fatties Fit Fine) chain stays tip more  main frame is not as pretty as others
than a passing nod in the direction of théhere, the welds are neatly finished and
snake stays fashionable on modern croshe fetching charcoal finish is old boots
country hard tail mountain bikes. Huge tough. It should even withstand
clearances top those of the On-One  constant locking to street furniture
allowing 700x38c with room to spare.  without looking tired. While there is
The fork and investment cast ends are room at the rear triangle for a full length



Surly Steamroller £299 (f+f)

Contact Ison Distribution
01223 213800

www.ison-distribution.com

guard (using P clips), clearances betweeand competent without being anything The SurIy

fork and down tube are a little less
generous which might limit the frame’s
appeal to riders looking for an all
weather companion. For those happy to
forgo guards altogether, a rubber boot
made from an old inner tube rolled over
the seat collar will prevent water thrown
up by the rear wheel entering the frame.
Both the Dolan and the Pearson are
made from oversized 7005 series
aluminium and are at their simplest
contemporary training frames with
track ends. The Dolan sports a more
traditional one inch head tube whereas

to write home about.

will shrug
Handling .
On-OrPears@Dolad Surlg off denting
From the first pedal stroke, both the and other

Dolan and Pearson offer an intoxicating A
blend of road bike speed and agility, day to day
highlighting how far aluminium frames ~ KNOCKS

have evolved, delivering a surprisingly better than
compliant ride over rougher surfaces — .
helped greatly by the carbon forks and infnOre exotic
the Pearson’s case a carbon seat post.

Owing in part to their lighter weight, frames

both delight on the climbs and despite

the Pearson opts in favour of an inch andconcerted out of the saddle efforts |

an eighth integrated design. Both are
finished to a very high standard with
good attention to detail. TIG welds are
very neat, although the Pearson’s joins
are beautifully smooth like fillet brazing
on a well crafted steel frame. Both are
sensibly equipped with mudguard eyes
and two sets of bottle mounts make for
practical winter/club use although the
Pearson earns extra brownie points by
featuring rack mounts, yet the absence
of a separate rack eye at the drop out
means a carrier has to share space with
mudguards. Smooth welds on the
Pearson are not the only nod in the
direction of steel; the substantial track
ends sport stainless steel inserts Allen
bolted to the aluminium, which can only
be good news for efficient function and
frame longevity. Carbon fork blades are
pretty much standard on road bikes
these days thanks to increased demand

failed to detect any power robbing flex
from the bottom bracket area in either.
Long winding descents inspire
confidence on the Pearson and Dolan,
both the holding their line impeccably
with no disconcerting shimmy no

matter how hard | carved into corners or The Surlyss substantia
(880g) fork is drilled to

otherwise provoked them. Similarly,
these traits make for excellent town accept a medium to
manners and should put the spring back long reach brake
into any commute — a quick flick of the  calliper
bars snatches you from opening car
doors, errant pedestrians and gaping
potholes. While the other two bikes on
test enjoy the advantages of bigger tyres
and so increased cushioning, the agility
of the aluminium bikes and Pearson in
particular allow more experienced riders
to bunny hop hazards such as cable
trunking, pot holes and similar obstacles
with surprising ease.
By contrast the Steamroller is the

and falling prices, both the Pearson’s angbhilosopher’s choice. Acceleration away

the Dolan’s are reasonably well finished

from the lights is hardly blistering, due

~ to the substantial frame and long fork trail
but like its namesake, once moving it feels

unstoppable and delivers a supremely
comfortable all-day ride that seems
almost to flatten any imperfections in the
road’s surface. Although it goes against

the grain of basic cycling principles, this is

one machine where the rider just has to
adjust to suit its riding characteristics. It
wasn'’t long before | got into the routine of
slowly winching it up the inclines,
enjoying the view, the blissfully
comfortable ride and steadfast handling,
luxuriating in the descents with the
strange confidence that it would simply
plough through anything in my path. This
rock steady handling makes for a superb
all-day, everyday machine that will cope
with almost an conditions. Once these
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qualities surfaced, the initially '~ competently tackle moderate  admirably and even with the stock of rim ruining pot holes or needing a

uneasy marriage became a bed of bridle path excursions. fork remains a rewarding climber. little more momentum on climbs. @
roses. The Surly’s immense lateral ~ The On-One is a very different The wide profile and more upright Similarly, these come into their own

stiffness makes trailer towing a machine again. Although it doesn’t positioning afforded by the Midge should you want to explore the

breeze too, aided in no small part byshare the eyeballs out acceleration bars can take a little getting used tdrame’s off-road potential but might

the wide 44cm Salsa bars. Their  or climbing prowess of either of  but offer an excellent view of not appeal to those fond of

width, coupled with a change of the aluminium bikes, the Il conditions ahead and allow fora  squeezing through the tightest of

tyres will also see the Steamroller Pompino does most things bit of welcome leverage in the face gaps. Handling is definitely on the
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quicker side of neutral but is - choices being less prone to - Twelfty seat post is long and - towing a trailer. Its Salsa seat post is
forgiving of rider error as | grounding out on tight turns, and  lightweight (262g) with marked topped off by a fairly minimalist
discovered on a very long and poorlyunless you're well adept at track  increments for easy adjustment.  Gantec saddle which | found a little
surfaced descent where a worn shoestands there’s nothing more Salsa require little introduction  spartan.

cleat disengaged and for a moment precarious than desperately and their satin finish handlebars The Pearson extends the carbon

panicked, fearing the bike might fumbling with a single-sided unit complemented the charcoal of the theme to the seatpost, a Token
come from beneath me. Suffice to  on a roundabout or at busy lights. Surly very nicely and were upto  Pyrotec, which adds to the supple,
say, despite being laden it held its The On-One sports a host of ~ the usual high standards. 44cm  compliant feel of the frame, saves a

line and | was quickly able to re- own brand parts which is no bad  wide ‘short and shallow’ few grams and is reasonably
engage my foot. Braking is easily thething and the finishing kit remains ergonomic drops are an excellent finished. Both Pearson and Dolan
best on test, the mechanical lightweight and nicely presented — choice for those wanting more sport traditional, yet sensibly wide

advantage and modulation of the  although, | found the 70’s style than a standard drop but aless  44cm drops which might not be as
broad cantilever arms are more thanglitter finish on the stem face a extreme solution than the Midge  agile through traffic as a narrower
sufficient on a fixer and for those little ‘Tart's Handbag’ for my tastes.and similar flared designs, striking bar but offer excellent control and

wanting to venture off the black Though | couldn’t fault its function a good balance between comfort are very stiff. The Pearson is also
stuff, offer better mud clearance than- its four bolt clamp holds the bars and leverage. | found this extra  offered with the alternative of a low
V brakes. The only fly in the in a vice like grip. Similarly, the  leverage particularly useful when  profile/pursuit bar. Carbon spacers

ointment was an incidence of toe-
clip overlap, although this was only
noticeable when negotiating a very,
very tight turn and didn't raise its
ugly head again through the rest of
the test period.

Equipment
On-OrPears@DolanSurly
With no gear mechs, levers or
cassettes, riding fixed allows for
investment and upgrades elsewhere,
and with the recent road fixed
revival there has been a welcome
return to bikes that are more than
pretty enough for the club run but
not so precious that you'll be afraid
of making one earn its keep. There is
the school of thought which says
fitting a nice crank to a working bike
is a waste as it'll only get a spanking.
But both the On-One and the Surly
sport shapely Sugino cranks with a
high lustre finish which will just
require periodic polishing —
although curiously, the Surly came
with 175mm arms which | feared
might result in pedals grounding on
tight turns; but in practice this never
happened and they delivered
welcome leverage off road. Of
course, the Surly is only available as
a frame and fork package — our test
bike was supplied complete, built up
with parts chosen by and available
from distributors Ison Distribution
who supply many local bike shops.
The Pearson opted for a very
fetching FSA ISIS crank and sealed
bottom bracket which, theoretically
at least, results in greater stiffness
and less loading on the bearings.
Thoughtfully, all the bottom
brackets aside from the Dolan’s are
sealed fit and forget affairs which
should give long, smooth and
trouble-free service before they need
replacement. By the same token,
with regular servicing using good
quality, waterproof grease, there’s no
reason that the cup and cone unit
supplied with the Dolan shouldn’t
run a high, trouble-free mileage
either. None of the bikes are supplied
with pedals, although double-sided
mountain bike SPD units make good
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finish the package nicely.

point in fixed circles with many
citing the need only to comply
with the law and fit just a front
brake — considering that the legal
requirement for a rear brake is
satisfied by having fixed

they have to be sturdy. With the

the others use basic and noisy
chains which, whilst serviceable

transmission. However, two brakesenough, spoil the otherwise serenetheir virtue, | am not sold on two

are an excellent idea for newbies, silence of riding fixed and call for
riders in hilly conditions and those an immediate upgrade.

running flip/flop hubs with fixed

on one side and freewheel on the Wheels

other. The On-One’s old school ~ ON-Or@PearsaibolaiSurly
wide angle cantilevers were the  All use solid axles which might be
most effective stoppers on test anda pain in the event of a puncture

are a welcome alternative to the V but does negate the need to secureextra strength, especially for
the front wheel so readily, which is middle-weights upwards.

brake family. Dual pivot designs
have similarly come alongway  an important consideration on an
and are ample for stopping a solo urban bike as they are less

fixer. The Pearson opts for Tektros desirable to the light of finger. The well and seem to offer reasonable
with a pleasing, polished finish andll Pompino continues the in-house protection from punctures desplte‘

good modulation — its Cane Creek theme with its wheelset. Black
levers were easily the nicest on tesReetard rims with machined
with good modulation and the
most comfortable hoods | have
used in a long time. The Surly as
built for our test here and the
Dolan opt for colour co-ordinated
designs from Dia Comp and
Campagnolo respectively,
although production versions of
the Dolan FXE will feature Tektro
dual pivots and more budget
Shimano levers.

Headsets are an area often
compromised by manufacturers
and although the Surly’s Dia Tech
and the FSA are less glamorous
than either the classy Miche fitted
to the Dolan or the Cane Creek
integral unit of the Pearson, both
are very serviceable and wouldn’t Unusual Halo deep section aero
be a component | would seek to  rims with nicely machined
upgrade in a hurry — which is more sidewalls are laced two cross to

well sealed and smooth running.

with two different track sprockets
making for an alternative gear by

before giving any hint of trouble.
Continental Four Seasons are an

and finish off the package nicely.
The Surly was built up with one

of the most attractive aero wheel
sets | have seen in some time.
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sidewalls are laced to their 32-hole  The Dolan too has a little less
Inbred hubs which are reasonably subtle black aero theme. Deep

Thoughtfully, the oversized rear is rims laced two cross to black

a double fixed and comes completedouble-fixed Novatec hubs make :

simply switching the wheel round. wisdom of only 28 spokes and
Spoke tension was excellent and alhgain a two-cross spoking patterri
things considered, with some care on the rear, unless you are a
they should last a good few seasonparticularly light rider — the

excellent choice for year-round useHaving said this, the Novatec hubs

_in places — particularly the

- than can be said for the chains. Théuttery smooth, well sealed Gran Formula hubs which, although
Braking is something of a talking chain is a crucial consideration on Compe hubs. The rear is

a fixed due to the constant stressescharacterised by a flip/flop hub
a fixed transmissions demands, sowhich allows one to switch

sealed, felt a little gritty compared to
the others. They still follow the two-
cross lacing pattern but opting for

between fixed and freewheel, 32-hole rims seems to make all the

notable exceptions of the Dolan, allwhich might be a consideration for difference — the additional four

newbies or tired legs wantingto  spokes making very little difference
freewheel on the descents. For all to their acceleration. On the face of it
they make for a sensible day to day
crossed lacing on rear wheels and working wheelset.

despite my weighing 70 kilos | was

disappointed by the speed at which_ .~ ‘
the rear lost truth. As these WheelsRlva|S ;
have to be built up to order

' Perkins: (Custom) Fixed £650
anyway, we'd suggest getting themSJsc Tange Fixed £510
made in a three-cross build for | SomaRush £360 f&f

1 Specialized Langster £399.99

Schwalbe Stelvio tyres are good,  Perkins (Custom) Fixed £650
comfortable performers that rolled www.limetrialbikes.coi01509 416 650
Well finished fillet-brazed Columbu§ -tubed

machine for all seasons (C+166) with clearances
for up to 700x38c including «guards. Braze ons for
bottle bosses, four-point carrier flxmgs and a
‘carbon fork option.
! SJSC Tange Fixed (£510) (frameset £174.99)
. ; . - www.sjscycles.coi®1223 213 800
section 28-hole Navigator Pista " Traditional lugged Chromoly tralnlng frame with
+ track ends and a sensible array of braze-ons
for lively acceleration, partlcularly including 2 bottle mounts, mudguards and four-
on the climbs. But | question the | point carrier fixings. Clearance for 700x28 with

' mudguards with a choice of handlebar width
. and stem length.
Soma Rush (£360 f&f)
+ www.sortedcycles.cdd208 659 3217
. Minimalist Tange Prestige chromoly steel track
: frame tweaked for road use. Clearance for
700x28c tyres. One set of bottle bqsses and
are smart and smooth running - drilling for rear brake. |

: . T SpeC|aI|zed Langster (£399.99)
partlcularly_ compared with the | www.specialized.co®208 391 3500
(FZgranrl::;S:[;Itﬁgvtith]; ?ﬁgrssg?é ;Telncreasmgly popular aluminium framed fixer
excellent choice t00. | with stealth black finish.(Tested in C+176).
Braze-ons for two water bottle mounts and
The Pearson’s wheelset felt ba$|(f‘0ur point carrier fixing.

having to ride through glass,
thorns and some other road debrls

Dolan’s rear wheel quickly lost
truth through the test period too.
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On-One Il Pompino

Pearson Touché

Dolan FXE

Bikeshop

Surly Steamroller

Replacement value £449
On-One 01302 638056
WWW.0Nn-one.co.uk

Frame and forks

Replacement value £550
Pearson Cycles0208 6422095
www.pearsoncycles.co.uk

Frame and forks

Replacement value £550
Italian Solutions 0151 933 7001
www.bikes-dolan.uk.com

Frame and forks

Replacement value £299 f+f
Ison Distribution 01223 213800,
www.ison-distribution.com

Frame and forks

Size tested: 54cm/Large

Sizes available: 57/XL, 54/L, 51/M, 48/S
Weight as tested: 9.170kg/20.2lb no pedals
Frame: DN6 4130 chromoly steel

Frame Weight: 2150g/4.7Ib

Fork: Chromoly steel

Fork weight: 843g/1.91b

Bike dimensions

Size tested: 56cm

Sizes available: 48, 52, 54, 56, 68, 60cm
Weight as tested: 8.480kg/18.7Ib no pedals
Frame: 7005 aluminium

Frame Weight: 1720g/3.8Ib

Fork: Carbon legs w/ alloy stem and steerer
Fork weight: 577g/1.3lb

Bike dimensions

Size tested: 58cm

Sizes available: 50-62cm (in 2cm increments)
Weight as tested: 8.950kg/19.7Ib no pedals
Frame: 7005 aluminium

Frame Weight: 1920g/4.2Ib

Fork: Alpina, carbon w/ alloy steerer

Fork weight: 620g/1.4lb

Bike dimensions

Size tested: 56cm

Sizes available: 49, 53, 56, 59, 62cm
Weight as tested: 9.070kg/20.0Ib no pedals
Frame: Double-butted chromoly

Frame Weight: 2010g/4.4lb

Fork: Brazed chromoly

Fork weight: 916g/2.0lb

Bike dimensions

Top tube: 54.0cm/21.3in

Seat tube (c-c): 45.0cm/17.7 in
Chainstays: 41.0cm/16.1in
Wheelbase: 98.3cm/38.7in
Head tube angle: 71.0

Seat tube angle: 72.0

Fork offset: 4.5cm/1.8in

Trail: 7.3cm

B/b height: 29.2cm/11.5in
Standover height: 75.7cm/29.8in
Braze-ons: 2x water bottle, f&r mudguard, r rack,

Frame alignment

Top tube: 56.0cm/22.0in

Seat tube (c-c): 50.5cm/19.9in
Chainstays: 43.5cm/17.1in
Wheelbase: 102.5cm/40.4in
Head tube angle: 70.5

Seat tube angle: 72.5

Fork offset: 4.3cm/1.7in

Trail: 7.8cm

B/b height: 27.5cm/10.8in
Standover height: 77.8cm/30.6in
Braze-ons: 2x water bottle, rear mudguard

Frame alignment

Top tube: 58.0cm/22.8in

Seat tube (c-c): 16.6cm/6.5in
Chainstays: 16.5cm/6.5in
Wheelbase: 40.5cm/15.9in
Head tube angle: 76.0

Seat tube angle: 74.5

Fork offset: 4.3cm/1.7in

Trail: 4.3cm, Wheel Radius: 35
B/b height:11.5cm/4.5in
Standover height: 22.3cm/8.8in
Braze-ons:2x water bottle

Frame alignment

Head tube: Perfect
Rear triangle: Perfect
Fork: Perfect

Transmission

Head tube: Perfect
Rear triangle: Perfect
Fork: Perfect

Transmission

Head tube: Perfect
Rear triangle: Within 2mm
Fork: Perfect

Transmission

Chainset: Sugino, 170.0mm
Bottom bracket: Cartridge
Freewheel: na

Chain brand : SRAM PC1

Gear ratio (in)

Chainset: FSA RPM, 170.0mm
Bottom bracket: RPM ISIS
Freewheel:18T fixed, 17T Freewheel
Chain brand: SRAM PC1

Gear ratio (in)

Chainset :Sugino 75, 170.0mm
Bottom bracket : Sungino 75
Freewheel : 15/16T

Chain brand: Miche 1/8th in

Gear ratio (in)

Sprocket
[=)]
£
c
K
=t
o
Wheels

Front & Rear: 32H Reetard rims on Inbred hubs
w/ stainless plain gauge spokes

Tyres: Continental Grand Prix 4 Season, 700x23c
Wheel weight: f: 1263g; r: 16429

Other components

Handlebar stem: On-One 3D, 100mm
Handlebars: On-One Midge, 58.0cm
Headset: FSA Orbit

Saddle: On-One Inbred

Seatpost: On-One Twelfty

Brakeset: On-One retro cross cantis
Accessories: none

= Verdict

Sprocket

76

N

Chainring

Wheels
Front & Rear: 32H Xkeymet XR-300 rims on

Formula hubs w/ stainless plain gauge spokes

Tyres: Michelin Dynamic, 700x23c
Wheel weight: f: 1400g; r: 1710g

Other components

Handlebar stem: Pro XLT Race, 110mm
Handlebars: Pazzaz, 44.0cm

Headset: Cane Creek

Saddle: Selle Italia Pro Gel

Seatpost: Token Pyrotec Carbon

Brakeset: TekTro w/ Cane Creek brake levers
Accessories: none

Sprocket

Wheels

Top tube: 56.0cm/22.0in

Seat tube (c-c): 54.0cm/21.3 in
Chainstays: 40.5cm/15.9in
Wheelbase: 98.0cm/38.6in
Head tube angle: 73.0

Seat tube angle: 73.5

Fork offset: 3.8cm/1.5in

Trail: 6.7cm

B/b height: 27.3cm/10.7in
Standover height: 80.6cm/31.7in
Braze-ons: 2x water bottle

Frame alignment

Head tube: Perfect

Rear triangle: Perfect

Fork: Perfect

Transmission

Chainset: Sugino, 172.5mm
Bottom bracket: cartridge
Freewheel: Shimano

Chain brand: YBN

Gear ratio (in)
Sprocket

2 [18]

£

=y

o

Wheels

Front & Rear: Navigator Pista, 28H w/ black plaﬁ{om & Rear: 32H Aero Rage on Gran Compe

gauge spokes

Tyres: Continental Ultra Gatorskin, 700x25¢c
Wheel weight: f: 1510g; r: 1700g
Other components

Handlebar stem: Deda Logo, 110mm
Handlebars: Deda Piega, 44.0cm
Headset: Miche

Saddle: Blackwell ISM Adamo
Seatpost: unbranded

Brakeset: Campganolo Mirage
Accessories: none

ubs w/ black stainless plain gauge spokes
Tyres: Schwalbe Stelvio, 700x25¢c
Wheel weight: f: 1403g; r: 16409

Other components

Handlebar stem: Salsa, 100mm

Handlebars: Salsa Short and Shallow, 46.5cm
Headset: DiaTech

Saddle: Genetic

Seatpost: Salsa

Brakeset: Dia Compe BRS 101

Accessories: none

The road “xed market continues topnedical and exciting commuter/wimtigiht say that £299 is a little steep

small but growing movement and thregeer that is pretty enough to be takesmoly frameset and particularly,

he
c%llent all-rounder

machines demonstrate that good on the club run but not too nice to ndgere only the main tubes are dou
complete packages can be had foron a day-to-day basis. The Pearsohugt¢ideand the design so minimalislbe rs@i10
around the £500 mark. If you are better of the two with its beautifullyHowever, it has a charm that can

looking for a competent all-roundef nished frame and nice complemenpain you and were you looking fo
that follows the road path tradition,components and amazing value at&sg@lependable all-day ride that wi

then the Il Pompino with its compefenthe model as tested.

chromoly frameset still holds its owto the others tested here and to sosmme moderate bridle path ... it ce
here. Though there is a slow but stegigynt direct comparison is unfair. ke the clearances should you wan
in”ux of machines being imported f@pthromoly frameset makes an “t some fatter rubber ..
the US which, on paper at least, candellent, solid platform from whictihe machine for you.

do trailer tugging duties, iron out th,
in-house spec and slightly tweaked 4186 Surly is a vemgreint machine worst of road surfaces and enterta

}%

t

give it a good run for your money. build a dependable life long working
Both the Pearson and the Dolanhikié that can be as dressy or plain as
appeal to road riders who want a your needs or budget require. Some

& nished and exciting machine
oilt only by cheap hubs

olari/10
-made and good looking but pales
set against the Pearson

. then it miggtlmyllo

Solid, simple, no-nonsense frame and
fork with aspirations to “xed purity
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